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1976: Load tests were carried out on TRADA’s 1/5 scale model
of the stainless steel-clad cowls of the Thames Barrier.

Energy efficient housing was a recurring theme in the
1980s with TRADA undertaking several projects in
this area, which produced a number of publications
on the subject.

TRADA Technology was formed in 1990 and most
staff transferred to this new company. The Research
and Information services of TRADA were contracted
to TRADA Technology.

In 1992 TRADA became the first organisation in the
UK to publish an independently-produced Approved
Document (Timber Intermediate Floors) in support of
the Building Regulations for England and Wales.1994
saw a management buyout of TRADA’s operating
divisions and the setting up of a new holding
company TTL Chiltern Ltd.

Shortly afterwards, in 1996, TRADA led a major
research programme into medium rise timber framed
buildings and commissioned the TF2000 six-storey
test building, constructed inside a former airship
hanger at Cardington.

The building was subjected to a wide range of tests
including wind loading, disproportionate collapse,
acoustics and full-scale fire testing and the lessons
learned paved the way for the recent growth in five
and six storey timber-framed buildings.

1996: TF2000 research building under construction

TRADA first went online in 1998 but it was the launch
of the second iteration of the ‘askTRADA' site in
January 2004 which gave the general public free
access to TRADA’s information for the first time, and
gave the Association unprecedented access to its
market. This site has gained over 60,000 registered
users in the four years since launch and routinely
receives in excess of 35,000 visits per month.

Looking Ahead

A number of activities are planned for 2009 to
celebrate 75 years of TRADA, including the
publication of a celebratory book on Contemporary
Timber Structures. This will include contributions from
some of the UK’s leading architects and engineers.

Another 75th Anniversary activity will be the
publication of TRADA's research archive on

the TRADA website. The archive dates back to
the 1950s and beyond and contains more than
1000 documents. Expected to be of interest to
researchers, wood scientists and historians, the
archive will be made available exclusively to
TRADA members.

Other plans to mark TRADA's anniversary are
currently being prepared and will be communicated
to members over the coming months. And, of course,
members will continue to benefit from TRADA's
ongoing services and programme of research.





